The MS Il OBSTERICS/GYNECOLOGY, PEDIATRICS, SURGERY, EMERGENCY MEDICINE and FAMILY
MEDICINE (OPSEF) block will be cover a full semester in which the student will have an
opportunity to integrate teaching and learning experiences across the disciplines, observing the
developmental continuum from prenatal to postnatal life and gaining an understanding of
medical and surgical treatment options for patients of all ages with a variety of conditions across
multiple settings. During the perinatal period, medical decisions made by the mother will impact
the infant, and the medical condition of the infant can affect the health of the mother.
Psychosocial aspects of the family life prior to and during the pregnancy are important aspects in
the care of the child. A holistic approach is important in all disciplines. When considering
treatment options, gynecologic surgeons and general surgeons take a comprehensive approach
that goes beyond the operating room with attention to quality care in the pre-operative and
post-operative periods. Emergency Medicine experiences will add to the student’s
understanding of heath care across disciplines in urgent and emergent situations.

Integrated Clerkships provide added educational value by including opportunities to not only
learn more about each specialty, but also obtain medical knowledge and skills on a broader and
deeper level. The information learned in each specialty builds and enhances future learning as
students move through the Block. Students participating in this longitudinal and interdisciplinary
experience can distinguish areas in which Obstetrics/Gynecology, Pediatrics, Surgery, Emergency
Medicine and Family Medicine rely on each other and on other specialties of medicine and how
this collaborative relationship benefits patient care. Students will also appreciate the inter-
professionalism and interdisciplinary approach as they work with and observe other disciplines,
such as social work and pharmacy, to enhance patient care and safety.

The OPSEF block will be a full time clinical rotation in the format of a blended longitudinal
integrated clerkship. The schedule will contain concentrated block time for inpatient rotations
and blocks for ambulatory experiences. Parallel streaming of experiences during the ambulatory
blocks builds on the concept of interleaving in adult learning theory. Open space is flexible time
built into the calendar and can be used for study, follow-up of continuity patients or personal
time.

e Implement aninterdisciplinary approach to patient care and function effectively on a
health care team (7.2, 7.3)

e Communicate effectively with health care professionals both orally and in written
documentation (4.2)

e Understand the interface between medical and surgical specialties across the spectrum
of ages (2.5)
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e Perform the basic evaluation and develop an initial management plan for patients of all
ages who have concomitant medical and/or surgical conditions in various treatment
settings (1.1, 1.2, 1.3)

e Demonstrate patient-centered care in the management of medical and surgical
conditions (2.5, 1.6)

e Apply medical knowledge to form a broad differential diagnosis for patients with a variety
of presentations across the lifespan (2.1, 2.2, 2.5)

e Use data derived from the history, physical examination, imaging and/or laboratory
investigation to categorize the disease process to prioritize a list of diagnostic
considerations and develop a treatment plan (1.3)

e Apply evidence-based principles of clinical sciences in diagnostic and therapeutic decision
making in various treatment settings (2.3)

e Understand the importance of collaborative care across specialties in medicine and with
other health care professionals in improving patient safety and maximizing patient
outcomes (7.2)

e Understand the health care system and explore solutions to barriers at the system level
that impact primary and specialty care and referral practices (6.4)

e Through these teaching and learning experiences, students will be prepared to do well on
the Obstetrics/Gynecology, Pediatric and Surgery NBME shelf-exams. (2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4,
2.5)

Discipline-specific concentrated rotations in this block include Pediatric Inpatient Wards, Labor &
Delivery, Gynecologic Surgery, and Surgery. During the ambulatory block, experiences are
integrated across the specialties in a parallel streaming model with the goal of continuity with
supervising residents and faculty. Family Medicine experiences are concentrated in the
IM/Psych/FM Block but will contain some longitudinal experiences during this semester.
Didactics in each block will be integrated across disciplines to the extent possible. This block
achieves the goals by weaving block (shared) activities with clerkship specific activities.

Within any week, there will be some events that all students in the rotation, regardless of where
they are in the block schedule, will be expected to attend. These include the orientation to the
block and the weekly didactic sessions.
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Overview of the Block Schedule

Preceding the clinical activities of each block, there will be one week of orientation and shared
activities (not shown in the diagram below).

Following the completion of the spring semester, all students will participate in a 2 week
Intersession Course that will include common learning experiences and end of year testing (not
shown in the diagram below)

Please note that students will rotate through the experiences in a different order with small
groups of their colleagues.

Sample Block Schedule:
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Note that Intersession week/s will occur prior to and after the Block and will include orientation,
shared activities and end of year testing. Please refer to the Intersession Syllabus for more details.

Academic Success and Accessibility Office
Office of Accessibility Services

TTUHSC EP is committed to providing access to learning opportunities for all students with
documented learning disabilities. To ensure access to this course and your program, please
contact the Office of Accessibility Services (OAS) by calling 915-215-4398 to engage in a
confidential conversation about the process for requesting accommodations in the classroom
and clinical setting. Accommodations are not provided retroactively, so students are encouraged
to register with OAS as soon as possible. More information can be found on the OAS website:
https://elpaso.ttuhsc.edu/studentservices/accessibility/default.aspx

STATEMENT OF ACCOMMODATION FOR PREGNANT AND PARENTING STUDENTS

To support the academic success of pregnant and parenting students and students with
pregnancy related conditions, Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso offers
reasonable modifications based on the student’s particular needs. Any student who is pregnant
or parenting a child up to age 18 or has conditions related to pregnancy are encouraged to
communicate their needs with their faculty and/or program for academic support. Students may
also contact Norma Fuentes, the Manager of Accessibility and Student Advocacy, to discuss
support options. She will work with the institution’s designated Pregnancy and Parenting Liaison
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to ensure equal access to the University’s education program or activity. Please email
norma.fuentes@ttuhsc.edu or call 915.215.4398. Students may also submit a Pregnancy &

Parenting Support form to request assistance.

For more information, please refer to Texas Tech University System Regulation 07.15 —

Pregnancy and Parental Status.

Counselling Assistance:

TTUHSC EP is committed to the well-being of our students. Students may experience a range of
academic, social, and personal stressors, which can be overwhelming. If you or someone you
know needs comprehensive or crisis mental health support assistance, on-campus mental health
services are available Monday- Friday, 9 a.m. — 4 p.m., without an appointment. Appointments
may be scheduled by calling 915-215-TALK (8255) or emailing support.elp@ttuhsc.edu. The
offices are located in MSBII, Suite 2C201. Related information can be found at
https://elpaso.ttuhsc.edu/studentservices/student-support-center/get-connected/ Additionally,

the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline can be reached by calling or texting 988

Reporting Student Conduct Issues:
Campus community members who observe or become aware of potential student misconduct
can use the Student Incident Report Form to file a report with the Office of Student Services and

Student Engagement. Student behaviors that may violate the student code of conduct, student
handbook, or other TTUHSCEP policies, regulations, or rules are considered to be student
misconduct. This includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, academic dishonesty, harassment,
drug use, or theft.

TTUHSC El Paso Campus CARE Team:

The university CARE Team is here to support students who may be feeling overwhelmed,
experiencing significant stress, or facing challenges that could impact their well-being or safety. If
your professor notices any signs that you or someone else might need help, they may check in
with you personally and will often connect you with the CARE Team. This is not about being “in
trouble” —it’s about ensuring you have access to trained professionals who can offer support
and connect you to helpful resources. Additionally, if you have any concerns about your own
well-being or that of a fellow student, please don’t hesitate to reach out to let your professor
know. You can also make a referral to the CARE Team using CARE Report Form. Your health,

safety, and success are our top priorities, and we’re here to help.

Intersession/Orientation Week

Preceding the clinical activities of each block, there will be one week of orientation and shared

activities to prepare students for the upcoming rotations. Topics to be covered will vary by
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semester and will include the following:

e Orientation to each clerkship

e Electronic Health Record introduction and training
e Scrub training

e Bladder catheterization training and competency check-off
e Suture workshop

e Pelvic and delivery simulations

e How to perform a Pediatric H&P

e Clinical Terminology

e C(linical Reasoning session

e Updates in Basic Sciences

e Introduction to the Individual Learning Plan

You will be assigned or will find one pregnant patient to follow through the antepartum, delivery
and postpartum courses of pregnancy. The patient must be timed to deliver during your
Clerkship Block. You will attend all of this patient's appointments (antepartum/postpartum) and
the delivery of the infant, regardless of what rotation you are on. Once the child is born, you will
complete the newborn H&P, and attend the infant’s appointments if the follow-up care is at
TTUHSC.

You are responsible for notifying the service and the clerkship coordinators of these
appointments as soon as you receive scheduling information. All patient encounters will be
appropriately documented. Notes will be turned in weekly and will be reviewed by the Clerkship
Director. At the conclusion, you will reflect on the experience in writing and submit this
reflection to both the Clerkship Coordinators and Directors. This activity is graded as Pass or Fail.
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Note: Because of the nature of obstetrical deliveries, some experiences may not be available to

all students. In the case of a missed delivery or no follow-up appointments, you must notify the
Clerkship Director who will assign an alternate activity for you, which is required to be completed
by the end of the clerkship block.

Block Assignments
These assignments pertain to all students across all clerkships. This is in addition to individual
clerkship assignments.

Individualized Learning Plan: One week per semester is reserved for an Individualized Learning
Plan. Three weeks before their scheduled ILP week, the student will need to turn in their ILP
Sheet. Students will need to generate a prioritized list with 3 to 4 areas of improvement and/or
Professional Development. The student will also need to generate how they plan to achieve
their list and upload the plan to Elentra. The student will then be scheduled to meet with their
assigned Faculty member a minimum of one week before their ILP to discuss their ILP Sheet. The
student will need to generate a 5 minute annotated PowerPoint presentation describing their ILP
and their achievements and provide it to the Faculty for review and approval. Once it is
approved it will be uploaded it by the student to Elentra for the other students that are in the
same ILP week to review and comment. The week after completion of the ILP, students are
required to review other students’ powerpoints and ask questions or provide comments.
Students will monitor their own powerpoint presentation and answer questions or respond to
comments. Please refer to additional directions provided by the clerkships.

Additional Online Resources Available to Students
e Online Med Ed/Archer

e Aquifer/WISE

e UWorld

e CoreUltrasound

e NBME Subject exam vouchersAppendices
Appendix A: Block Core Didactics and Objectives

*Combined Didactics will be held every Friday afternoon throughout the Clerkship
(generally 1:00 P.M. —5:00 P.M.). All necessary reading material will be provided prior to
scheduled lecture via email or on Elentra.

Appendix B: Quick guides and Assignment Guidelines
Appendix C: Block Op-Log Guidelines and Requirements
Appendix D: Assessment forms
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Block Directors/Assistant Directors & Coordinators
e Ob/Gyn:
o Director: Dr. Katelyn Welshans (Katelyn.Welshans@ttep.edu)

o Coordinator: Cheyanna Florez (cflorez@ttep.edu)

e Pediatrics:

o Co-Directors: Dr. Hugo Kato (hkatoben@ttep.edu)
o Co-Director: Dr. Natalia Sidhu (Natalia.Sidhu@ttep.edu)
o Coordinator: Veronica Payan (Celeste.Castillo@ttepedu)

e Surgery:
o Director: Dr. Alan Tyroch (Alan.Tyroch@ttep.edu)
o Assistant Director: Dr. Duraid Younan (dyounan@ttep.edu)
o Coordinator: Rebecca Aranda (Rebecca.Aranda@ttep.edu)

e Emergency Medicine:
o Director: Dr. Mike Parsa (michael.d.parsa@ttepedu)
o Assistant Director: Dr. Patrick Popieluszko (papopiel@ttep.edu)
o Coordinator: Lisanne Vera (lisanver@ttep.edu)

e Family Medicine:
o Director: Dr. Luz Luna (luz.luna@ttep.edu)

o Assistant Director: Dr Justin Wright through 7/2026 and then Dr Michelle Davis
(Michelle.Davis@ttep.edu)

o Coordinator: Vonntia Flores (Vonntia.Flores@ttep.edu)
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Block Grading Policy Overview

e Assessment forms used during the clerkship are located in Appendix D

e Each clerkship director or assistant will conduct a mid-clerkship evaluation. It will consist
of an in person meeting and is an opportunity for students to receive feedback to
improve their performance and voice any concerns regarding the clerkship.

e Students will be scheduled on Elentra and will also receive a calendar invite with specific
clerkship details and requirements needed by scheduled meeting date. Please refer to
the Mid-Clerkship and Final Assessment forms in Appendix D for details.

e Please see the Common Clerkship Policies for more detail regarding final grades.
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