HOUSINGRESOURCE:ELPASO, TX

COMPILEDBYTHESTUDENTSOFPLFSOM

THINGSWEWISHWEHADKNOWNBEFORELOOKINGFORHOUSING:
1)ThereisthisthinginelPasocalledevaporativecooling:ItAnevaporativecooler(also
swampcooler,desertcooler,andwetaircooler)isadevicethatcoolsairthroughthe
simpleevaporationofwater.Formostpeople“normal”airconditioningiscalled
“refrigerated”inElIPaso.Evaporativecoolingisespeciallywellsuitedforclimateswhere

theairishotandhumidityislow.Theadvantagesofevaporativecooling:itislessexpensive
tooperate.Disadvantagesincludethatitdoesnotworkwellondaysofhighhumidity(e.g.
whenitrains)andthattheairitpumpsinisofhigherhumidity.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evaporative_cooler

2)HousinginElPasoisnotasexpensiveasinothercities.ComingfromacitylikeAustin
whererentforasmallapartmentcanbewellover$1000toElIPasoisanadjustment.InEl
Paso,rentingatwo-bedroomhouseinaniceneighborhoodcanbedoneforwellunder
$1000.lwishlhadlookedathouseswhenlfirststartedsearchingratherthanmovingin
themiddleofmyfirstyear.ltisjustgoodtoknowthathousesareanaffordableoption.Be
suretoaskaboutneighborhoodsthoughtoensureyouendupinthesafestareapossible.

3)Goodresources:www.hotpads.com,www.apartmentratings.comand
www.apartmentfinder.com.

4)StatisticsforthePLFSOMClassof2013

68%liveinApartments 77%ofstudentsliveontheWestside
22%liveinHomes(7rent,1owns) 23%ofstudentsliveontheEastside
5%liveinTownhomes
5%livewiththeirparents 95%ofusdoNOThavearoommate
APART
MENTS
THETUSCANY(WEST)
415MesaHillsDr.,EIPaso,TX79912/Contact:866-610-5493
REVIEW#1:

PROS:Awesomeview,haven'thadanyproblems,quietneighborhood,2pools
(whichlneverusedB0O),basketballcourt,parks,theydon'thaveallofthesehidden
additionalfees(i.e.coveredparking,feeforlivingonthesecondfloor,etc),comeswith
washeranddryer,nicekitchen,bigbathroom,andmuchmore..

CONS:It'sprettyexpensiveforEIPaso. Thesmaller1b/1bisabout700thebigger
1b/1bis890.Seeingashowl’'mneverhomeitsometimesfeelslikeitsnotworththeprice.
youcouldprobablygeta2bedroomforjustasmuchaslampayingformyapt.

Overall,lamextremelyhappywithmyapt.However,Ifeelasthoughlampaying
waytoomuchformyapt.Intermsofspaceandpricelcouldprobablygetabetterdeal
elsewhere.

Hereismycontactinformationincaseyouhaveanyquestions:ChauVu,
832.466.4137,chau.vu@ttuhsc.edu



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evaporative_cooler
http://www.hotpads.com/
http://www.hotpads.com/
http://www.apartmentfinder.com/
mailto:vu@ttuhsc.edu

REVIEW#2:

Firstofal,IABSOLUTELYLOVElivinghere!lreallythinkthatthisisthebest
apartmentcomplexintheentirecity(ifnottheentirecity,it'satleastthebestcomplexon
theWestside).l'vebeentoalotoftheapartmentsthatotherclassmatesliveinsincewe've
startedschoolhere,andlstilldon’tthinkanyonelivesinaplacebetterthanmine.lt’sa
brandnewgatedcommunitysoit'sverysafeandbeautiful. Manypeopleinthemedical
communitylivehere(twopeopleinourclass,several3rdand4thyearsfromLubbock,
currentnursesanddoctors,andevenoneofourprofessorsandherfamily). Therearetwo
poolsandareallynicefitnesscenterandclubhouse.Also,thereisasandvolleyballcourt,
basketballcourt,andtenniscourtonsite.Eachtenantgetstheirownassignedcovered
parkingspot.Theapartments,themselves,areAWESOME.llivebymyselfinalbedroom,
1bathroomapartmentandhaveabout600squarefeet.ltsoundssmallbutit’sreallyalll
need.Thereisreallynicecarpetingintheliving/dining/bedroomareas,andbeautiful
lightingandcabinetryinthekitchen.Theappliancesareallnew.Eachapartmentcomes
withitsownwasheranddryersoyoudon’thavetoworryaboutbuyingorrentingyour
own.ThebathroomsareSERIOUSLYHUGE.Eachapartmenthasitsownbalconyand
outdoorstoragecloset.Wehaverefrigeratedairheresoyoudon’thavetodealwiththe
whole“swampcooler’mess.Myutilitiesareminimal,atbest.Ipayabout$25/monthfor
water,$20/monthforgas,andelectricityvariesdependingontheseason.Inthesummer
monthslwaspayingabout$50/monthbutinthewintermonthsl’'vebeenpayinglessthan
$30/month.InternetandtvprovidersareeitherAT&TU-VerseorTimeWarner,depending
onyourpreferenceandwhichapartmentyou’rein.Therearepeoplewithsatellitessoif
youhaveDirecTVorDishNetworkalreadysetup,you’llprobablybeabletogetit
transferredhereaslongasyourapartmentfacestherightdirection. Thestaffisreally
friendlyhereandwonderfulabouthelpingallofthetenants.Anytimel’'veeverneeded
maintenancework,they’'vecomethesamedayandfixedtheproblem.Theydoallowpets
hereforafee.lthinkit'ssomethinglikea$300petdepositandthenanadditional
$10/monthontopofyourrent.Thelocationisalsoverygood.We'rerightbyl-10,Sunland
ParkMall Target,BestBuy,andBarnes&Noble.Groceryshoppingcanbedoneeitherat
TargetorSunHarvest(anorganicfarmer’smarket)andthere’salsoanAlbertson’sabout5
milesuponMesa.

Nowformycriticisms:it'salittlepriceytolivehere.lpay$685/monthandlhave
thesmallestfloorplanapartmentandthatpriceisonlygoingtogouponcelrenewmy
lease.Also,I'magirlandobviouslyveryinterestedinclosetspaceformyclothesandshoes,
andlwishtheclosetswerejustalittlebitbigger.lt'sreallynotanissuethoughbecause
there’'sabedroomcloset,anentrywaycloset,andalinencloset,solkeepallofmy“outof
season”clothingineithermylinenclosetorentryclosettoleavespaceinmybedroom
closetformyclothesthatareappropriateforthecurrenttemperatures.Andlastly,the
commutetoschoolcanbeapaininthemornings.Technicallyl’'monly12milesfrom
campus,butitcantakeover30minutestogettoschoolinthemorningsbecauseoftraffic.
Anyothertimeofthedayitisn'ttoobad,butforsomereason,EIPasoansforgethowto
drivebetweenthehoursof7am-8am.Gofigure.

Pleaseletmeknowifyouhaveanyquestionsandyou’'rewelcometocomeandsee
myplacewhenyoucomeoutheretoapartment-hunt!Feelfreetocontactme,Bailey
Wilson,atbailey.wilson@ttuhsc.edu.



mailto:wilson@ttuhsc.edu

THEPOINTE(WEST)
5525N.StantonSt.;EIPaso,TX79912:915-581-9706
lliveatThePointeApartmentsandLOVEthem.Theyarecertainlymoreup-to-date
thanmostapartmentsonthewestside:Theyhavenewblackappliances,two-inchblinds,
andmosthavenewcountertops(allputinwithinthelasttwoyears).Theapartmentisalso
impeccablymaintainedwithgreaton-siteoffice/repairstaff.Inadditiontoallthis,complex
featuresalotoftreesandplants(somethinguncommoninElPaso).Sincelhaveadog,the
grasswascrucial. Thecomplexisveryquietandtendstobehometoprofessionalsand
littleoldladies.lloveit!Youareallowedtopaintwallsifyouwouldlike,andthe
managementisoverallverypersonableandflexible.lalsoenjoythatthecomplexisright
upagainstthemountain,whichkeepsitafewdegreescoolerthanthecityatalltimes.
Whenitdoesgethot,wehave refrigeratedairconditioning.lfyouhaveanyquestions,my
nameisTravisandyoucancontactmeattcoshan@gmail.comor713-819-6712.

LASCOLINASDELSOL(WEST)
945SouthMesaHillsDrive;EIPaso, TX79912;(915)833-2040
REVIEW#1:
IwillstartoffwithwhylchoseColinasDelSolApartments.Thelocationisseriously
perfect.I-10andtheBorderHighwayareliterallyrightaroundthecornerhoweverthe
complexisactuallysecludedsothatyou'renotaffectedbythenoiseofthetrafficetc. There
arerestaurantsrightoutsidethecomplexandMesa,(amainstreetwithrestaurants,shops,
grocerystoresetcisonlylOminutesaway.Theunitsarelarger.Mineisaround900sqft
andlpay770.Wesharewater,gas,andtrashwithineachbuilding.Cableisincludedbut
youhavetotakecareofinternetandelectricity.Thepool/volleyballcourtareaisreallynice
andthegymhasenoughinit.
Peoplehavehadvaryingexperiencesherebutlthinkweallagreethatmanagement
isunresponsiveandtheworkerscanberatherrudeattimes.Personally,l'vehadalotof
problemsduringmystayhere.Actually,myproblemsbeganatmymoveinwhentheydidn't
havemyapartmentreadyeventhoughlhadbeencommunicatingwiththemfor3months.
Theydonothingaboutnoisecomplaints.lhaveaveryunrulyupstairsneighborandl've
beenfightingwiththecomplexabouthimallyearandnothinghasbeendone.lfyouever
wanttospeaktothemanageryouprobablywon'tbeabletoandifyoueverhaveproblems
shedoesn'trespondforanother2-3weeks.Soallinall,ifyou'renotlookingtoneed
managementmuch,thenthiscomplexwillbegoodforyou.lfyoudolikeresponsiveoffice
people,l'dreconsider.Alsoifyoudochoosetolivehere,doNOTgetafirstfloorapartment.
Thereisaleakageproblemthroughoutthe ENTIRECOMPLEX!Everytimeitrainsyouwill
probablyneedtobeputtingoutabucketandtheyneverfixitright.Pleasecontactmeifyou
havequestions.grace.ng@ttuhsc.eduor915-346-4049

REVIEW#2

lliketheopennessofmyapartment,veryquiet,goodforsomeonewithpets,located
rightnexttoarampontol-10,closetomajorstores(Target,Albertsons,SunlandParkMall,
variousrestaurants),withinthecomplexthereare2-3poolsandworkoutareas.Cons:rent
isalittletoohigh(810amonthforasingle,notincludingwaterandsuch),managementnot
thebesttoworkwith(thoughpersonallylhaveneverhadanyproblems).

Overall,IhavenoissueswithColinas,enjoymyapartment,andwouldrecommend
thecomplextoanyone.


mailto:tcosban@gmail.com
mailto:ng@ttuhsc.edu

REVIEW#3

Themanagementisterrible.ForasheavilyadvertisedasColinasisyouwould
expectittobeadecentplacetolive. Thefacilitiesareveryimpressive,butthecomplexis
loudandthemanagementdoesnotcareaboutyourneedsafteryousignthelease.lwould
notlivehereiflcouldgobackandpickagain.Don’tlivehereforthepoolorvolleyballcourt
becauseyoucanjustwalkupandusethemifyoueverwantto.Theonlyprosare
refrigeratedairandeasyfreewayaccess.

REVIEW#4
Goodlthings.
-Theygotnewmachinesinthegymwhichisnicebecausetheoldoneswerenot
veryuseful,extremely-old.
-Theyareactuallynotbadonmaintenance:Theywillusuallycomeinwithina
dayortwoofwhenyoucallin.Butlhaveheardthattheyaren’tsogoodfrom
otherpeople,sothisI’mnotsureaboutthis.
-ItbasicallylookslikeaCalifornia-resortofsomekind.Thiswillmakeyoumore
depressedbecauseyouwillmostlikelybeindoorsstudyawholebunch,butit
doeslooknice.
-Itisn’ttooscaryevenifyougethomelateatnight.
-Ifyouliveina2 /2witharoommaterentrunaround $450plusutilities-sonot
ridiculouslyexpensive.
-Thereareawholebunchofstores(Target,Ulta,BarnesandNoble,Office

supplystores,etc.rightnexttothecomplex.)Andthereisamallbasicallylike
acrossthestreetaswell.

Badthings:
-Someonebackedintomycarwhenitwasparkedandleftaprettysizeabledent
init.
-It’skindofpriceyandyoucanprobablygetaplaceforlessinthesamearea.
-Sometimesthewaterwillgetcoldwhenyou’retakingashowerinthemorning.
Youcancontactmeatapatluru@gmail.comifyouhaveanyquestions!
Myname’sAparna.Congratsonmedschool!CongratsonPLFSOM.

SEVILLEWEST
200ShadowMountainDrive;EIPaso,TX79912;(915)584-7900

IliveatSevilleWest,whichisonShadowMountainjustacrossMesafromSunland
Park.Ourapartmentisal200squarefoottwobedroom,oneandahalfbath.The
bedroomsandthefullbathareupstairs.Thehalfbath,kitchen,andlivingroomare
downstairs.There'satinypatiointheback,butnoporchonthefront.Allofthe
townhomeshavebothfrontandbackdoors.Therentis$725/mo.ltcomeswithone
assignedbutuncoveredparkingplacethat'srightbythebackdoor. Wepayanextra
$20/monthforasecondparkingplace,whichiscovered. Theywillmakedealsaboutthe
depositandapplicationfeesogettinginisprettycheap.Onthedownside,thewindowsare
verylow-endsinglepane(wobblyinplaces)andthere’snotmuchvisitorparking(almost
none).

Themanagersarehardtogetonthephone,butprettyreasonablewhenyoufinally
gettotalktothem.Theyletushavemorepetsthanareallowedintheofficialbuilding
rules.Theyareverycarefulandawarewhencomingintoourapartmentsothattheydon’t


mailto:apatluru@gmail.com

letanyofthecatsout.Thecomplexismostlyquiet. ThecomplexbehindSevilleWestisnotatallquietso
whereonthepropertyyourparticularapartmentiswillmakeadifference.Thereareanumberofseni
orcitizenslivinginthecomplexwhohavebeentherefor15+years.Thepoolisniceandnotcrowded.T
hegroundsarewellkept.There’'salmostneverawaitinthelaundryroom.Therearehalfadozeninthe
classof2013inapartmentswithinhalfamileofus.

Iwoulddefinitelywanttobeonthewestside.lt’snicetobetuckedupintheedgesoftheFrankl
inMountains.ltfeelsalotlikeasmalltown.Fromourspecificlocation,there’saStarbucksbetweenth
ecomplexandthehighway.ThegrocerystoreacrossMesasucks,
butthere’sanAlbertson’safewmilesdowntheroad.Thereareseveraldozenrestaurantswithinfiv
emilesandevenafewwithinwalkingdistance.Thereareacoupleofprotestantchurches,atleasttw
osynagogues,andonereallybigcatholicchurchinthearea.SunlandParkMallisjustafewmilesdow
nthehillandtheOutletmallisabout10milesdownl-10.There’sacasinoontheNewMexicosideofl-

10.1t'sprettyawfulbutyou’renotgoingtohavetimetogotoitanyway.
February'l0Qupdate:Thereiscurrentlyoneofthethreebedroomunitsavailable.

Thetenantmovedout1/31andit'sbeingworkedon.ltshouldbereadyformovein3/1if
notsooner.lt's1340ft2with3bedroomsand13/4baths.Therentis$815.It'sperfectfor
afamilyoragroupofroommates.Thereareonlyfouroftheseunitsinthecomplexand
theytendtoberentedfordecadesbeforethepeoplemoveon.

SHADOWRIDGE(QENTRALZ EAST)
9375ViscountBoulevard;EIPaso,TX79925:(915)593-5250
Probablythenicestoftheapartmentsinthearea(mostareolder).ltisinapretty
centralizedlocation(technicallyitis“east”side),andisclosetotheairport,food,CieloVista
Mall,andprettymucheverythingyouneedis5minutesaway.lttakesabout20minutesto
gettothe“west”side(wherelotsofthe1styearscurrentlylive)and10-15todowntown
bars.ShadowRidgeispetfriendlyandtheyhavel,2,and3bedroomfloorplans.lcurrently
pay$639fora646sqft1bed/1bathapartment.lreallylikeit,butifyourentheremake
sureyougettheTOPfloorbecausefoottrafficisloud.I'mupgradingtoa958sqgft2bed/2
bathfor$785becauselwantaseparateoffice(butthat’spersonalpreference).Ofcourse,
thesepricesaresubjecttochange!Gasis$15flat(youjustaddthattorent),andwater
addedeachmonthaccordingtoyourbuilding(theytakeintoaccountnumberofoccupants
andsquarefootage).Youpayforeverythingelse.Myfavorites:
‘SwimmingpoolinthesummerisNOTbusyatall!'Thereare2,andtheyarepretty
nice.lliketostudyoutthereandtheyhavetablesandchairsandfurnituretolay
outon.
-Ceilingfan—youcanactuallysavealotonACifyouuseit!
‘Washer/dryerconnections—thereisalaundryfacility,buthavinga
washer/dryerinmyplaceisgreatandsuperconvenient!
-‘Bookshelves—Idon’tthinkmuchaboutit,butwedohavelotsofbooks/study
stuffanditsnicethatitsalreadythereanditdoesn’ttakeupextraspace!
‘Prices—theyareveryreasonable,especiallyifyouplanonhavingroommates.
Evenifyou'rebyyourself,comparativelyitsprettygood.
‘LOCATION—bestpart.NiceplaceCLOSEtoschoolandthehospital!!Myone
complaintwouldbethatifyoureallyneedAT&TU-Verseinyourlife,thenyoureallyhave
tobepatientandpersistent. AlthoughthecomplexisonthemaptobeeligibleforU-Verse,
forsomereasonShadowridgeandthecomplexnexttoit,Highridge,havelotsofproblems
whentheU-verseinstallercomes.Regardless,itispossibletoinstallU-verse,itjusttakes
manyappointmentsinorderforittofinallygetinstalled!



RyAN’s MiLL APARTMENT (WEST)

601 South Mesa Hills, El Paso, TX 79912
Contact: Jet Liu (713) 885-1396

Pros
4+

Cons

Management

Ryan’s Mill has been under a new management for only a couple of years. The new
management team is awesome, they are very friendly and helpful if you have any question
or needs. Work orders usually get complete on the same day or the day after at the latest.
Because Ryan’s Mill is one of the older apartment complexes on the west side, the
maintenance crew are constantly adding many new features in order to stay competitive
(e.g. secure parking gate, tanning chairs around the pool...)

Location

It is located right in the center of the West Side, about 2 minutes away from the Sunland
Park Mall, 3 minutes away from [-10 highway, 3 minutes from Planet Fitness Gym, and it is
pretty close to all other major apartments on the West Side, so it’s easier to visit your
classmates on the West Side. Driving to school takes about 15 minutes.

Environment

There are a lot of trees in Ryan’s Mill. Out of all the apartments I have visited when I was
apartment hunting, its greenery definitely caught my eyes. It is always nice to see green in
the middle of the desert. It is very quiet here, even though it is located right next to the
street, so great for us!

Price

The apartment is one of the cheaper ones on the West Side. I am paying $575/mth for
638 sq ft one bedroom apartment with fireplace and patio, which is dirty cheap comparing
rents in Dallas or Houston. The rent does not include cable, electricity, or water. Make
sure to ask them for medical student discount!

Parking

Ryan’s Mills offers free close-gated covered parking.

Roaches or lack of

I have not seen a roach in my apartment since I moved here, definitely a big plus in my

book.

Older Apartments

An older apartment.

Evaporative Cooling

The worst con about this place, see Travis’ explanation for details, all I can say is I don’t
like it. But there is one upside - the electric bill is around $20 a month.

Gym

There is a gym, with 3 machines in it (lat pulldown, and treadmill, can’t remember the last
one); they are enough to keep you in shape, but that’s about it. I am member of this
awesome gym on the West Side called Backstreet Gym, it is about 5 minutes away, contact
me if you are interested (www.backstreetgym.com)!


http://www.backstreetgym.com/

HOUSES

REVIEW#1
lliveinahouseonthewestsideofEIPaso.Ifoundthehouseafterseveraltripsto
EIPaso--myparentsandlcamelookinginthespringpriortostartingschool.lhadadifficult
timefindinghomesthatwereingoodcondition--notsureifmystandardsweretoohighor
ifljusthadbadluck!lhavethenameofmyrealtorifanyoneisinterested(lwentthrough3
ofthemuntillfoundonethatlliked). Thedriveisnottoobad--about30-40minutesin
morningrushhourtogetfromResler(theexitwheremyhouseislocatedoffof)to
Raynolds(whereTTUHSCis).Innon-rushhourtimes,thedriveis15-20minutes.llikethe
neighborhoodandhavegoodneighbors.Goodluckamigos!Calloremailmeifyouhave
questionsorneedanyadyvice!
jillian.n,junkes@ttuhsc.edu<mailto:jillian.n.junkes@ttuhsc.edu>,602.705.8628

REVIEW#2

Irecentlymovedintoahouseonthewestsidefromanapartment.lwantedto
haveabackyardformydoginpreparationforthirdandfourthyearwhenlwillbeoutof
thehouseforextendedperiodsoftime.Myrentis$825foratwo-bedroom,one-bathroom
homewithatwo-cargarage.l/oveit.lliveintheKernarea,whichisareclaimedhistoric
districtwithlotsofparksandsomereallyuniquehomes.ldohaveevaporativecooling(as
domosthomesunlessrecentlyconverted).Atthispointlhavenothadtouseitsinceitis
winterandcannotreportonitseffectiveness.Mydrivetoschoolis12minutes.llivenear
allmyfavoriterestaurantsandbars.Thegrocerystoreis2blocksaway.Myneighborsare
allfamiliesornewly-wedsandlfeeltotallysafeatallhours.lfyouneedanyadviceon
searchingforahomefeelfreetocontactme!TravisCosban:tcosban@gmail.comor?713-
819-6712.

REALTORS

SamTrimble:Greatforbuyingorrenting Hegetscommissionfromthepropertiesownerssohisser
vicesarefree.lwentthroughtworealtorsbeforefindinghim.Heisontime,responsiveandveryhelpf
ul.Samisinhislatetwentiesandisenergeticandunderstandingofmedicalstudentneeds.Hehasaw
ebsitewithhislistingsbutisalsoabletoopenrentalpropertiesofotheragencies.Aftertheagencylist
ingthehomelwantedfailedtomakemyappointment,Icontactedhimandhehadmeintoseethehom
ethatdayandthenturnedinmyrentalapplication.

Website:http://www.samsellselpaso.com/P

hone:915-269-7634
E-mail:samueltrimble@gmail.com

BrendaRogers:Greatfor buyingahomeonthewestside.Sheisverypromptandagood
communicator.
Website:http://cardelrealty.com/agent_detail.php?staff_id=17
Phone:915-494-6004(cell)or888-701-0307ext227(office)
E-mail:brendaorogers@gmail.com
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