
TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER AT EL PASO 

FACULTY DEVELOPMENT COURSE 
 
June 2008 - March 2009 

DIRECTORY 
OF 

COURSE 
PARTICIPANTS 

 
 
Sponsored by: 
Office of Faculty Affairs & Development 
 



FACULTY DEVELOPMENT COURSE VII 
MEET THE FACULTY DEVELOPMENT PARTICIPANTS 

JUNE 2008 THROUGH MARCH 2009 

Tania Arana, Ph.D. 
 

tania.arana@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  783-1700 x 248 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2008 
Specialty (ies):  Behavioral Sciences 
and Neurosciences in the  
Department of Medical Education 
 
BS, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, 
Ontario, 1998; Ph.D., University of 
Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario;  
Postdoctoral Fellow, University of 
Texas Health Science Center, San 
Antonio, TX.  
 
 
 
Scholarly activities and interests:   
Dr. Arana is the recipient of various 
scholarships including Admissions 
Scholarships, Excellence Scholarships 
and on industrial postgraduate  
scholarships. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dietrich B¸sselberg, Ph.D. 
 
dietrich.b¸sselberg@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  783-1700 x 251 
 
Title:    Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2008 
Specialty (ies):   Physiology in the  
Department of Medical Education 
 
 
BS, Ratsgymnasium Stadthagen 
School Board, Stadthagen, Germany; 
Received a “State Examination” for 
teaching at the University of Han-
nover in 1981, a Masters in Biology in 
1986; PhD, University of Stuttgart-
Hohenheim, Stuttgart,  
Germany, 1989. 
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
Research interests include generation 
and modulation of the respiratory 
rhythm, cellular modulation of pain, 
cellular mechanism of toxics and anti-
cancer drugs.   

Wreatha Carner, MSN, CNM 
 

Wreatha.carner@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  783-1700 
 
Title:  Faculty Associate 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2007 
Specialty (ies):  OB/GYN 
 

 
 
Received her nursing degree from the 
University of the State of New York 
in Albany, New York.  Ms Carner did 
her graduate work at Oregon Health 
Sciences University in Portland, Ore-
gon and was certified by the American 
College of Nurse Midwives in 1995. 
 

 
Scholarly activities and interests:   Ms. 
Carner works with women toward 
their optimal health from pre-
conceptual care through prenatal care, 
birth and postpartum family planning. 
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Laura Gillispie, MSN, CNM 
 

laura.gillispie@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6490 
 
Title:  Faculty Associate 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2006 
Specialty (ies):  OB/GYN 
 
 
BSN, University of New Mexico, 
Albuquerque, NM, 1998; Masters in 
Counseling, Western New Mexico 
University, Silver City, NM;  
M.S.N., University of Texas at El 
Paso, El Paso, TX.  Graduate Certifi-
cate as a Nurse Educator. 
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
Provides care to women from child 
bearing age through menopause. 

Rafael Gonzalez-Ayala, M.D. 
 
rafael.gonzalez-ayala@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6618 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor  
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2008 
Specialty (ies):  General Internal 
Medicine 
  
M.D., Universidad Autonoma de 
Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico; 
Residency, Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center, El Paso, TX. 

 
 
 
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
  

Amber Sharp Heise, M.D. 
 

amber.sharpheise@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6791 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor   
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2008 
Specialty (ies):  Pediatrics 

 
 

M.D., Oregon Health and Sciences 
University, Portland, Oregon, 2003; 
Residency, University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, VA. 
 

 
 

 
Scholarly activities and interests:  
Dr. Heise has traveled to West  
Africa, Brazil, and throughout the 
United States.  Dr. Heise loves to 
visit new places and meet new peo-
ple.  Her time away from work is 
spent with her husband and two 
daughters, Alivia and Hazel 
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Tanis Hogg, Ph.D. 
 

tanis.hogg@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  783-1700 x 249 
 
 
Title:  Associate Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2008 
Specialty (ies):  Biochemistry in 
Medical Education 
 
BSc, University of British Colum-
bia, Vancouver, Canada, 1993; 
Ph.D., Friedrich-Schiller Univer-
sity, Jena, Germany, 2001. 
 
 
 
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
  
 

Raj kumarLakshmanaswamy, 
Ph.D. 

 
raj.lakshmanaswamy@ttuhsc. 
edu 
Phone:  783-5227 x 226 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2004 
Specialty (ies):  Biomedical Science 
 

 
B.S., University of Madras, Madras, 
India, 1986; M.S., University of  
Madras, Madras, India, 1988;  
M. Phil., University of Madras,  
Madras, India, 1990; Ph.D.,  
University of Madras, Madras,  
India, 1997.  
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
Dr. Lakshmanaswamy research 
interest is in Breast Cancer.  Uses 
genomics and proteomics technol-
ogy to identify biomarkers for 
breast cancer prevention and pro-
gression. 

 
 

 
 
 

 Nina Herzog, CNP, RN 
 

nina.herzod@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6618 
 
 
Title:  Faculty Associate 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2007 
Specialty (ies):  Internal Medicine, 
Cardiology 
 
BSN, University of Texas at El Paso, 
El Paso, TX, 1980; MSN, University 
of New Mexico,  
Albuquerque, NM, 2006 
 
 
 
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 



FACULTY DEVELOPMENT COURSE VI ● 06/2008 -  03/2009 ● PARTICIPANTS 

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER -  EL PASO 
DEPARTMENT OF FACULTY AFFAIRS & DEVELOPMENT 

David Osborne, Ph.D. 
 

david.osborne@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  783-1700 x 273 
 
Title: Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2008 
Specialty (ies): Physiology Department 
of Medical Education 
 
B.A., Elon University, Elon, North 
Carolina; M.A., University of North 
Carolina, Greensboro, North Caro-
lina; Ph.D., East Carolina University 
School of Medicine, Greenville, North 
Carolina; Post-Doctoral Research 
Fellowship, Gastroenterology,  
Department of Louisiana State Uni-
versity Medical Center, and Physiol-
ogy, Department of Louisiana State 
University Medical Center, Shreve-
port, Louisiana. 
 
Scholarly activities and interests:  Dr. 
Osborne loves sports, both team and 
individual.  Has coached baseball and 
shooting (BB team and precision air).  
Dr. Osborne’s son Daniel is a state 
champion marksman in precision air.   
Dr. Osborne research specialty is in 
the regulation of growth and repair of 
the gastrointestinal mucosal lining. 

Maria Prodanovic, M.D. 
 

maria.prodanoic@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6791 
 
Title:  Instructor of Clinical 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2008 
Specialty (ies):  General Pediatrics 
 
 
M.D., Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center, Lubbock, 
TX.; Residency, UT Southwestern 
Children’s Medical Center, Dallas, 
TX 
 
 
 
 
Scholarly activities and interests:   
Loves to travel, especially to the 
beach with her husband Dr. Mario 
Nutis and playing with her dog 
Coco. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sitratullah Maiyegun, M.D. 
 

Sitratullah.  
maiyegun@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6514 
 
Title:  Instructor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2008 
Specialty (ies):  Pediatrics 

 
 
M.D.,  University of Lagos, Lagos, 
Nigeria, 1984; Residency, Lagos 
University Teaching Hospital,  
Lagos, Nigeria, 1996; Residency, 
Texas Tech University Health  
Sciences Center, El Paso, TX, 
2008. 

 
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
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Bertha Vasquez, FNP 
 

bertha.vaquez@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6876 

 
Title:  Faculty Associate 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2007 
Specialty (ies):  Surgery 
 
 
B.S.N., University of Texas at El Paso, 
El Paso, TX, 1996,; FNP, University 
of Texas at El Paso/Family Nurse 
Practitioner, El Paso, TX, 2001. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
 
 
 
 

Luis Vasquez, M.D. 
 

luis.vasquez@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6618 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2007 
Specialty (ies):  Neurosurgery 

 
 
M.D., University of San Marcos, 
San Marcos, CA., 1970; Residency, 
Bronx-Lebanon Hospital, Bronx, 
NY, 1973. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scholarly activities and interests:  
 
  
 
 

Robert Suskind, M.D. 
 

robert.suskind@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6791 
 
Title:  Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2006 
Specialty (ies):  Pediatrics  
Gastroenterology 
 
M.D., University of Pennsylvania 
School of Medicine, Philadelphia, 
PA, 1963; Residency, Johns  
Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, MD, 
1970; Post-doctoral degree in  
tropical medicine from the  
University of Dakar, Africa. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
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