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Pedro A. Blandon, M.D. 
 

pedro.blandon@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6626 x 309 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2006 
Specialty (ies):  Internal Medicine and 
Nephrology 
 
M.D., Universidad de Guadalajara, 
Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico, 1995; 
Internship, Family Medicine, Texas 
Tech University Health Sciences  
Center, El Paso, TX, 1996-1997;  
Residency, Internal Medicine, Texas 
Tech University Health Sciences  
Center, El Paso, TX, 1997-2000;  
Fellowship, Nephrology, University  
of New Mexico Health Sciences  
Center, Albuquerque, NM, 2000- 
2002. 
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
 
 
 

Wafic ElMasri, M.D. 
 

wafic.elmasri@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6716 
 
Title:  Clinical Instructor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2005 
Specialty (ies):  Obstetrics and  
Gynecology 
 
M.D., American University of the 
Caribbean, Cupecoy, St. Maarten, 
1999; Residency, Transitional Year,  
Frankford Hospital—Albert Einstein 
Medical Center, 2000-2001, Residency, 
Loyola University Medical Center, 
Maywood, IL, 2001-2005; Fellowship, 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center, New York, NY,   
 
Scholarly activities and interests:   
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Gallardo, M.D. 
 

 mark.gallardo@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6999 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2006 
Specialty (ies):  Ophthalmology 
 
M.D., Texas Tech University Health 
Sciences Center, Lubbock, TX, 2001; 
Internship, Transitional, Texas Tech 
University Health Sciences Center, El 
Paso, TX, 2002; Residency, University 
of Texas Health Science Center, San 
Antonio, TX, 2005; Glaucoma  
Fellowship, University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, 
TX, 2006. 
 
Scholarly activities and interests:   
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Mario Gaspar de Alba, M.D. 
 

mario.gaspardealba@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6785 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2006 
Specialty (ies):  Pediatrics 
 
M.D., Universidad Autonoma de 
Guadalajara, Guadalajara, Jalisco, 
2001; New York Medical College, 
Fifth Pathway, New York, NY, 2002; 
Residency, University of New  
Mexico Children’s Hospital,  
Albuquerque, NM, 2002-2005 
 
Scholarly activities and interests:  
Behavior and Development,  
specifically autism spectrum  
disorders, ADHD, and learning  
Disabilities. 
 

 
 

M.  Nawar Hakim, M.D., FCAP 
 

nawar.hakim@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6775 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor  
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2005 
Specialty (ies):  Pathology 
 
M.D., Damascus University School 
of Medicine, Damascus, Syria, 1987; 
Internship, Mouassat University 
Hospital, Damascus, Syria, 1986-
1987; Residency, Allegheny  
University of Health Sciences,  
Pittsburgh, PA, 1991-1995;  
Fellowship, Surgical Pathology,  
University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
WI, 1997-1998. 
 
Scholarly activities and interests:   

Fadi Hanbali, M.D 
 
fadi.hanbali@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-66876 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2006 
Specialty (ies):   Neurosurgery 
 
M.D., American University of  
Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon, 1992;  
 Surgical Internship in General  
Surgery, American University of 
Beirut-Medical Center, Beirut, 
Lebanon, 1992-1993; General  
Surgery Residency, American  
University of Beirut-Medical  
Center, Beirut, Lebanon, 1993-
1994; Neurosurgery Residency, 
American University of Beirut-
Medical Center, Beirut,  
Lebanon, 1994-1998; Fellowship, 
Complex Spine Surgery, The  
Cleveland Clinic Foundation,  
Cleveland, OH, 1998-1999;  
Fellowship, Neurosurgical  
Oncology, University of Texas-MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, 
TX, 1999-2001  
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
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Daniel Lacerte, M.D. 
 
daniel.lacerte@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6676 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor and 
Chief of Neurosurgery 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2005 
Specialty (ies):  Neurosurgery 
 
M.D., Laval University, Quebec, 
Canada, 1983-1987, Residency, 
Neurosurgery, Laval University, 
Quebec, Canada, 1987-1993;  
Fellowship, Epilepsy Surgery, 
Functional and Stereotactic  
Neurosurgery, Montreal  
Neurological Institute, Montreal, 
Canada, 1993-1994. 

 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
 
 
 
 

Steven Lin, M.D. 
 

steven.lin@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6560 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor Clinical  
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2005 
Specialty (ies):  Anesthesiology 
 
M.D., Loyola Stritch School of 
Medicine, Chicago, IL, 1991;  
Residency General Surgery, Santa 
Barbara, CA, 1991-1993;  
Residency, Anesthesia, Parkland 
Medical Hospital, Dallas, TX, 1994-
1997. 
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George Harrington, M.D. 
 

 george.harrington@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6446 
 
Title:  Associate Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2005 
Specialty (ies):  Orthopaedic 
 
M.D., University of New Mexico 
School of Medicine, Albuquerque, 
NM, 1983; Internship, Transitional, 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center, 
Aurora, Co, 1984; Residency,  
Orthopaedic, Brooke Army Medical 
Center, Houston, TX, 1990;  
Fellowship, Pediatric Orthopaedic 
Surgery, The Children’s Hospital, 
Denver, CO., 1994. 
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
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Jackson M. Ombaba, Ph.D., M.D. 
 

jackson.ombaba@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6855 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2006 
Specialty (ies):  Surgery 
 
Ph.D., University of  
Massachusetts, Lowell, MA, 1992; 
M.D., University of Cincinnati 
College of Medicine, Cincinnati, 
OH, 2000;  Residency, SUNY  
Buffalo, Buffalo, NY, 2000-2005 
 
 Scholarly activities and interests: 

Elizabeth Portugal, RNC, MSN, 
CNM 

 
betsy.portugal@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6490 
 
Title:  Faculty Associate 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2005 
Specialty (ies):  Certified Nurse 
Midwifery, OB/GYN 
 
B.S., University of Texas at El Paso, 
El Paso, TX, 1999; CNM, Texas 
Tech University Health Sciences 
Center, El Paso, TX, 2002;  
M.S.N., University of Texas at El 
Paso, El Paso, TX, 2002  
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Jennifer Nussey, O.D. 
 

 jennifer.nussey@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6999 
 
Title:  Faculty Associate 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2006 
Specialty (ies):  Optometry 
 
O.D., New England College of 
Optometry, Boston, MA, 2002 
 
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
Diabetic retinopathy, and contact 
lenses 
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Fausto Rodriguez, M.D. 
 

 
fausto.rodriguez@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6775 
 
Title: Clinical Assistant Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  1998 
Specialty (ies): Pathology 
 
M.D., Universidad Autonoma de  
Ciudad Juarez, Ciudad Juarez, Chih, 
Mexico, 1977; Internship, Internal 
Medicine, Texas Tech University  
Health Sciences Center, El Paso, TX, 
1992-1993; Residency, Pathology, 
William Beaumont Army Medical 
Center/Veteran’s Administration,  
El Paso, TX, 1993-1997. 
 
Scholarly activities and interests:   

Sean Sebesta, M.D. 
 

 
sean.sebesta@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  859-0817 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor, 
Medical Director Socorro CPC 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2005 
Specialty (ies):  Family and  
Community Medicine  
 
M.D., Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center, Lubbock, 
TX, 2002; Residency, Texas Tech 
University Health Sciences Center, 
El Paso, TX, 2002-2005 
 
 
 
 
Scholarly activities and interests:  
Practical Clinical Issues  
  

 
 
 
 
 

A. Arturo Rodriguez, M.D., 
M.B.A. 

 
arturo.rodriguez@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6514 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2005 
Specialty (ies):  Internal Medicine 

 
M.D., Universidad La Salle School 
of Medicine, Mexico City, Mexico, 
1984; Residency, University of 
Connecticut School of Medicine, 
Farmington, CT, 1992-1995; 
M.B.A., The University of 
Chicago Graduate School of  
Business, Chicago, IL, 1995-1997.  

 
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
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Maria Theresa Villanos, M.D. 
 

mariatheresa.villanos@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6921 
 
Title:  Instructor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2006 
Specialty (ies):  Pediatrics 
 
M.D., Lyceum Northwestern, FQD-
Medical Foundation, Dagupan City, 
Philippines, 1989; Residency, National 
Children’s Hospital, Quezon City, 
Philippines, 1991-1995; Residency, 
Texas Tech University Health  
Sciences Center, El Paso, TX, 2003-
2006  

 
Scholarly activities and interests: 

 
Ma. Teresa Ambat, M.D. 

 
 mariateresa@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6776 
 
Title:  Instructor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2006 
Specialty (ies):  Pediatrics 
 
M.D., University of Santo Tomas, 
Faculty of Medicine and Surgery, 
Manila, Philippines, 1994;  
Internship, Santo Tomas University 
Hospital, Manila, Philippines, 1995; 
Pediatric Residency, University of 
the Philippines, Philippine General 
Hospital, Manila, Philippines; 
Neonatology Fellowship, Wayne 
State University - Detroit Medical 
Center, Detroit, MI, 2003; Pediatric 
Residency, Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center, El Paso, 
TX, 2006. 
 
Scholarly activities and interests: 
 

 
 
 

Vani Shukla, M.D. 
 

vani.shukla@ttuhsc.edu 
Phone:  545-6618 
 
Title:  Assistant Professor 
Year Joined Texas Tech:  2006 
Specialty (ies):  Internal Medicine 
 
M.D., Jawahar Lal Nehru Medical 
College, Ajmer, India, 1997;  
Residency, Wright State University 
School of Medicine, Dayton, OH, 
2001-2002; Residency, University 
of Massachusetts, Worcester, MA, 
2002-2004.  
 
 
Scholarly activities and interests:  

 
  

 


