April 5, 2006 

STATE OF TEXAS CONTRACT AIRLINE FARES

The TBPC (Texas Building and Procurement Commission) announced that they have awarded new contract airline fares effective April 1, 2006 through March 31, 2007. The list of the domestic and international city pairs is located at http://www.fiscal.ttuhsc.edu/busserv/travel/links.aspx. The contract airline fares are designed for last minute or fully-refundable travel requirements. You are encouraged to utilize the 14-day advance or other lower cost airline fares for planned travel requirements to obtain lowest possible cost to the state. 

The mandatory form of payment for contract airline fares is the JPMorgan Chase Corporate Travel Credit Card. 

SOUTHWEST AIRLINES

Fares awarded to Southwest Airlines are only available through SWABIZ.com. To obtain the contract fares or their discounted fares, go to www.swabiz.com and log in using TTUHSC’s Company ID 99771335. All tickets purchased through this website have until January 6, 2007 to earn double Rapid Rewards Points. 

To use SWABIZ.com, the traveler must have a Traveler Account which links the traveler to their personal Rapid Rewards information. Rapid Rewards Enrollment Instructions are located at http://www.fiscal.ttuhsc.edu/busserv/travel/collateral/swabizinstructions.doc. Pick out the scenario that relates to your circumstances when enrolling. 

If a traveler does not have a state travel card, SWABIZ.com can still be used for purchasing with the BTA account (TTUHSC’s central billing credit card). After submitting an application, Travel Services needs to be notified so that they can “Toggle” the traveler on to the SWABIZ site. The purchase of the ticket will be processed on the BTA account. There is no need to use a travel agency with Southwest Airlines when requesting a BTA.

OTHER AIRLINES

All other contract airline fares (American, AirTran, ATA, AeroMexico) can be obtained directly from the airline carrier’s toll-free reservations, or any travel agency.

STATE OF TEXAS RENTAL CAR CONTRACTS

The Rental Car Contracts for April 1, 2006 through March 31, 2009 have been awarded to Advantage Rent-A-Car, Avis Rent A Car System, Inc. and Enterprise Rent-A-Car. A list of the new rates is located at http://www.fiscal.ttuhsc.edu/busserv/travel/links.aspx.
