



TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER ("TTUHSC")
DELEGATION PROTOCOL 
FOR 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS / ADVANCED NURSE PRACTITIONERS
at Primary Site
A. PURPOSE:

The purpose of this document is to:
1. Describe the scope of practice when initiating medical aspects of care for patients by the Physician Assistant or Advanced Nurse Practitioner (PA/ANP) * who signs this Delegation Protocol:
Name and Title of PA or ANP: 







____  TTUHSC employee

____ Non-TTUHSC employee
(* Use a separate Delegation Protocol for each individual.)

2. Serve as written authorization for the PA/ANP to initiate medical aspects of patient care and sign prescription drug orders under the supervision of TTUHSC employed physicians of:
TTUHSC Department and campus:  





.  
B. PRIMARY SITE WHERE PROTOCOL WILL BE USED *
The PA/ANP will provide care under this Delegation Protocol to patients at the following location:

Name of facility: 









Address: 










This location represents a primary practice site as that term is defined in Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 157 (Authority of Physician to Delegate Certain Medical Acts) and Texas Administrative Code rules.

(* Use separate Delegation Protocol for each site.)
C. GENERAL INFORMATION
1. PA/ANP
The following shall be maintained on file for the PA/ANP initiating medical aspects of care under this Protocol in conformance to the Texas Board of Nursing and the Texas Medical Board:

· Current approval as ANP with the Texas Board of Nursing (BON), and/or current approval as PA with the Texas Medical Board (TMB).
· Current specialty certification.
· Current DPS & DEA certificates.
2. Physicians

The following information shall be maintained on file for physicians delegating medical aspects of care under this Protocol:

· Current Texas medical license as M.D. or D.O.
· Current specialty certifications, if applicable.
· Health care facility privileges.
3. Miscellaneous

The PA/ANP(s) and physician(s) practicing under this Delegation Protocol agree to immediately notify one another if any of the following occur.
· Any sanctions imposed by a licensing board against the ANP or PA or  Physician’s license, DEA, or DPS certificates.
· Exclusion from participation in federal and/or state health care programs including, but not limited to, being listed on any federal or state exclusion or debarment list.
D. SCOPE OF PRACTICE/FUNCTIONS

1.  Patient Populations/Health Conditions To Be Cared For

Type of specialty care: 








The care provided by the PA/ANP under this Protocol shall include primary and/or specialty care services to patients in accordance with the Treatment Protocols set forth in Appendix A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 
2.  Functions

The PA/ANP will provide professional nursing and/or medical aspects of care including:

· History and physical exam

· Daily patient visits for routine follow-up

· Nursing and/or medical diagnoses for acute and chronic health care problems by physician consult

· Ordering and interpreting laboratory and diagnostic tests

· Care planning for acute and chronic health problems

· Updating daily treatment plan with delegating physician by writing orders and progress notes as needed.

· Prescribing treatments, including medications (as described in paragraph E)

· Patient education, counseling, and preventive health screening

· Patient referral with physician consult as appropriate

· Professional evaluation otherwise delegated by supervising physician

· Immediate physician consultation or referral will be made when acute health problems of a complex nature are identified by the PA/ANP.
3. Emergency Care
In an emergency, the PA/ANP may provide care to stabilize or prevent deterioration of a patient’s condition that would otherwise be beyond the scope of this Protocol, and immediately thereafter notify the supervising physician.
E. DELEGATION OF PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY
1.
After delegated prescriptive authority has been registered with the Texas Medical Board, and in accordance with all applicable laws, the PA/ANP may prescribe medications as addressed below.  See also Appendix B, example list of Medications and Dangerous Drug categories for which authority may be delegated to PA/ANP to provide or prescribe.   
2.
Dangerous drugs.   (Check one.)
__
TTUHSC physicians will not supervise the prescribing of any dangerous drugs by PA/ANP.   Patients requiring dangerous drugs shall be referred to a licensed physician with proper prescribing authority by the State of Texas or to an emergency department.
__
All categories of dangerous drugs (defined as all drugs that can only be dispensed with a prescription from a licensed practitioner, excluding controlled substances) may be ordered or prescribed under the authority of this Delegation Protocol.
3.
Controlled Substances.  (Check one.)
__
TTUHSC physicians will not supervise the prescribing of any controlled substances by PA/ANP.   Patients requiring controlled substances should be referred to a licensed physician with proper prescribing authority by the State of Texas or to an emergency department.
__
Controlled Substances, Schedules III-V, authority is delegated as follows:
· Limited to a 90 day supply or less

· No prescription for children under 2 years of age without prior consultation with the physician.
· Prior consultation must be noted in the chart.

(If physician does not supervise prescribing either dangerous drugs or controlled substances, this Protocol is not necessary.)
4.
There are no limitations, or specific instructions or monitoring beyond that which would be considered standard for the drug or drug classification (based on definition of protocol in TMB Rule § 193.2(10)).  All other standards and requirements relating to carrying out or signing prescription drug orders by PA/ANP’s must be met.  In addition, PA/ANP’s with full authorization to practice and valid prescription authorization numbers must comply with all federal, state and local laws and regulations relating to the prescribing of controlled substances, including but not limited to requirements set forth by the Texas Department of Public Safety and the Drug Enforcement Administration.
5.
Drug Samples.  
The PA/ANP may request, accept, sign for and distribute prescription drug samples.  The PA/ANP must maintain a record of distribution that includes the date of distribution, the patient’s name, the name and strength of the drug and directions for use in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.
6.
Procedures.  
The PA/ANP is authorized to perform all procedures stated in the privilege delineation of:

Facility: 










7.
Generic Substitution.   
The PA/ANP may authorize a generic substitution.

8.
Number of Dosage Units and Refills Permitted.  
The number of dosage units shall not exceed a 90 day supply including refills except after consulting with the supervising physician.
Other Limits on prescribing (if any):  


















.
9.
Patient Instruction.  
The PA/ANP shall provide appropriate instruction to the patient on use of any medication prescribed including appropriate warnings and monitoring of lab values.
F. PHYSICIAN RESPONSIBILITIES

1. Supervision.  
The delegating physician(s) will provide continuous supervision (constant physical presence of the physician is not required) of the PA/ANP regarding aspects of care under this Protocol and in accordance with State law including, but not limited to, the Texas Medical Practice Act and Texas Medical Board (TMB) rules, and is responsible to comply with all other physician requirements related to delegation of prescriptive authority.  
The physician will not delegate prescriptive authority to a combined number of more than four (4) ANP and/or PA practicing at the physician's primary and alternate practice sites, including the location identified above, unless a waiver is granted by the Texas Medical Board.  

2. Consultations and Referrals
TTUHSC supervising physician(s) will be available for consultation in person or by phone on a daily basis on an as needed basis in order to collaborate with the PA/ANP to establish a diagnosis, plan of care or referral.  The physician will be available for and accept referrals from the PA/ANP or make alternate arrangements for such referrals.

3.
Other Responsibilities related to Delegation (if any.) 















.
G. QUALITY ASSURANCE AND DOCUMENTATION OF SUPERVISION

The quality of care provided under this Protocol shall be monitored and evaluated as follows:

1. Standard of Care.

The physician will collaborate with the PA/ANP to maintain the standard of patient care by means of ongoing review of the PA/ANP medical practice decisions and documentation.  Recommendations for updating the PA/ANP’s practice will be addressed on an ongoing basis.  
2. Medical Record.

Physician supervision of the medical aspects of care provided by PA/ANP under this Protocol should be documented by the PA/ANP making a notation in the patient’s medical record when the physician has been consulted.
H. 
MISCELLANEOUS
1. The undersigned PA/ANP and physician(s) agree that this Delegation Protocol will govern the PA/ANP’s provision of care and that it shall be reviewed at least annually and revised as appropriate.
[Signature page follows.]

Advanced Nurse Practitioner / Physician’s Assistant:

_______________________________                       ________________________

      Name and title


                                   Date

Supervising Physician(s):
_______________________________                       ________________________

      



 , MD                                      Date

________________________________


​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________




, M.D.



    Date

Chair or Regional Chair of Department
APPENDIX A *
(* Insert appropriate information for type of specialty care.)
APPENDIX B
MEDICATIONS & DANGEROUS DRUGS

The following is a list representing examples of categories of medications and dangerous drugs the APN/PA may provide or sign a prescription drug order:
	Antibiotics, Antiviral, and Antiparasitic Agents

Respiratory Tract Drugs


Antihistamines


Bronchodilator; inhaled and oral


Expectorants and Antitussives


Miscellaneous respiratory agents

Central Nervous System Drugs


Nonnarcotic Analgesic and      



Antipyretic


Anticonvulsants


Antidepressants


Antianxiety (non controlled only)


Miscellaneous CNS drugs


Skeletal muscle relaxants

Cardiovascular System Drugs


Antihypertensives


Antilipemics

Gastrointestinal Tract Drugs


Antacids


Antidiarrheals


Laxatives


Antiemetics


Antiulcer agents


	Hormonal Agents


Corticosteroids


Various Birth Control Agents


Antidiabetic Agents


Thyroid Hormones


Pituitary Hormones

Hematologic Agents

Immunomodulation Agents


Vaccines


All childhood and adult 



immunizations


Biological response modifiers

Eye, Ear, Nose, and Throat Drugs


Ophthalmic anti-infectious agents


Otics


Nasal agents

Topical Agents


Scabicides and pediculicides


Topical Corticosteroids

Nutritional Agents


Vitamins

Miscellaneous Drug Categories


Spasmolytics


Anticholinergics
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